WHAMPOA                               19T

it was fixed to be " The British Hotel" where was to be
found "elegant entertainment and comfortable lodging,"
I did not even take a look within, but walked as fast as my
legs could carry me to the sea side, where McClintock, as
disgusted as myself with Macao, had procured a boat, in
which we returned to our own really comfortable apartment
on board the Plassey. Whilst on shore we learnt that none
of the other ships had yet entered the river, but that there
were several direct from England then laying at Whampoa.

In the afternoon of the next day, having procured a
pilot, we proceeded upwards, and in thirty hours were
safely moored at Whampoa, having in the passage passed two
bars, or banks of sand, which, when the tide was out, had
only seven feet upon them. We arrived at our moorings on
the llth of August, having been only thirty three days from
Madras, which was the shortest voyage that had then ever
been made by an East Indiaman. We found at anchor
five English ships, four Swedes, six French, four Danes,
and three Dutch, all the foreigners being of the immense
burthen of from twelve to fifteen hundred tons.

Whampoa is pleasantly situated, having two islands close
to the ships, one called Deans, upon which each ship
erects what is called a " bankshall," being a lightly con-
structed wooden building from sixty to one hundred feet
in length, into which the upper masts, yards, spars, sails,
rigging and stores are deposited, and, previous to being
re-embarked, are all repaired and put into order. The other
is called French Island, where the officers and sailors walk, or
amuse themselves at different games for exercise and pastime.
Upon French Island all the Europeans who die are buried.

The morning after we reached Whampoa, which we got to
at dusk, I was awakened at sun rise by the sound of music
appearing to come from different directions, the effect being
delightful. Looking out of the Quarter gallery window, I
saw that each of the foreign ships had an excellent band,
consisting of every description of wind and martial instru-
ments, the whole striking up the moment the sun appeared
above the horizon, continuing to play for an hour. The